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Wells and Woking

LG Wells came 1o
Woking mn 1895 - ot the
siari of his wniting career
The Trae Mirching (his
firsa great science- atbon
mivveld was published in
that year. Whilst in
v.'n-l_i"g_ Wells winte nod
only The War of the
Pimelely but alsa Tie
faviuihile Mo (as well ps
several anicles and the
ook Whels of Ciramee)
Wells busd recently
msmied for the second
(o aned had barmowed
EVOO froem hds new
mother= i law 1o belp
Mrmish @ smaldl, senyi-
detached villa in Mayiwry
Road

He lived 1here quate
happily unil the end of
XU, when lwe and his
wife decidad 10 move Ina
lerger house af Worcesier
Park with room o ook
afler libs aling mother-in-
v

By this stape. Wellh was
slartimg o make maney
(rom his wealing. Five Wy
of e Worlife had alneady

been published as a sencs
of amicles in Praroon 5
Magpazine and in 1R98
s neleased s @ boak

i bis autobaography,
Wells reculls how he had
beamnt to ride u bicyele in
Woking ami how be had
eravelled sroind the area
noding down suitabls
people and pleces 1 be
destroved by has
Saniana

I seems approprinte,
therefiore, that this guide
should 1ake the form ol a
eyele towr = glihoagh viul
carl, of course, walk the
o i you
prefer

HoGa, Welh



The Ride

This ride fllaws on
fram ihe first guide in
this serics which mainly
eovered the Mrst seven
chapiers of H.G. Wells®
bank {For abani foar
miles aroand Woking
Town Centre and
Harsell Commuon),

Tt fdbows the sethan an
1 Mlaybary Hill ancd
starts at Maybury Arch
{jmst down e roaed
Trwm where Wells used

o Hve), althoagh yon
could, of course, star

Mavhary Anch

Wells mentioms the Arch
on several decavhoms.

In “Mow § Reached
Home', the Narmtor sees
‘over the Maybury drci o
frarim, @ Millowiig fummld
i wiite firelir amude, avd
o lang mmT.vf.I'm'.-lr'
Tighred wimdows” head
sough iowanls Woking
Stution

The finlkowing moming he
mentions the Anch again
*Adier beeakiend, tnauread
o wenrking. [ alecialed o
wallk dlown rowitrds the

from any point along the o v b, common Uinder the
rutite. Arch nm’u.m;f-rr;rm';c 1yl @ Licn Retuil Pk L . =
IV A sy The Liva Retnil Park Ties Mty Wl The Oriental College (or
:E?:; "{:I:r:ln:r?" an the site of the Cirierial h::hn::t [ristitute) was onginally
'I,‘.' i : ik ’ Colbepe, and the pares by carly 2iay  Duailt i 1859 o the
il ‘lmr 1oty the pedestrian croising ceniury, with  *Royal Dramntic
grrd:'! T 1,:' ; are morg o less on the e mmirince te Calllege” (of wiich
;Jmmm: Il-cI:-r: IT:"“':‘"" site of the gates thivugh | “"“"‘“‘: Chardes Dhckens and
- which the hassars rode, s William Makepence
Marmatar set of T for the beft Tk e i
Spuntteod Doy b honmow ’ :
the Landlond's dog-can. bhe .I:c:"n“ ’“’“’“"’:h';:““
waw a hevy of Bty o) ired i
Fram the Arch hesd, up ride umder e raibwiy Nckerg It “‘m‘
Mavhury Hill and enter hridfpe; tiree galiomed .1-.1n:’w:£r_lm .l 3
the Lion Retail Park at hroirgh Hhe pen gates of PRI E L PRV
the gutes near the e Edtemral College: o "w anl m’w
pedesirian crossing athers ofivmamarnip ol :‘h:l.wf;:rm'l":: I.-n.lh:rm
between the park and Deygan rumihing from mlhmﬂ::-:allcu; Ndechrin
Primeess Ranil, Boaiset fo hinase, ml o v i e i
J 'n e When, i *The Fighitag Wil h.lrr.],}';:.lf‘::rr
TTEIT T oo e Begins’, the Martins siar Muartfans Heat-Ray spow
{FTH ﬁ their destmoction of that thit callege wax
- ’ - "_' : a7, Waoking. lbe Marrator's clarrvnd ot iy the wary,
i e ’ i -!" house on Maybury Hill i B PP
HENTAL, ratvensrry 9 one of the early cassalties. SR |
f F ‘ “Ntaretdieg cunt wipn the S
{7 1% r INETITUTE Hq 1w the fopy af the tree
fppd = - B whot thye Orivsiral College
¢ P el q AT Traarst fuirer sy red flame,
g Wrgte i .I' 5 f R anii e fowwr of the liiele
s — cirarch beside i slidle dovim
. = inre e The praracte of .ﬂ Pauls O h.ll!;h
=) - rhi Mosgque bl vamivhed. The “linte church” beuicle
3 irvied the reseyf-Tieer cof e the College was St Pauls
L o cunllegre Looled v ifa f.']lurrlullhhm
i ot trarrelresd-ron gum fad been incidentally has a turret -
In the late 1K70s ihe The Oviemial  pravelling, @nd as o place and wieark o i, aond jry ot & fower), [1 was being
Roval Dramatic College Inikitine M fiar Orientals o stay whilst wlfee atoond pased, then [ wu PNI{I . buikt in 1893 as a Chapel
elnacd due i lack of TEE isitingg this eountry. reafised thit the orest if :"‘:‘h:“T'I: of Easr to Clirise Chusrch,
Tunls nnd in 1880 a By the 1ime Wells came i Warvbniry F noant e 109 Woking.
gembemn by the name of Woking, the Institule was
I, Gotlich Lefiner well estahliched with a
eutablished the Orienal mmuseum of orienial an and
Instrite an the site. Hsermture and was already
The Instituse was a centre awaniking degrees under the
where Europeans wishing — The Oremai Universaty of the Punjab
1 wisit the Far Easl could  Instituic = with which Leitner had
lewm about the history Vieymiss comnectionsl,
nnad exibure befone [ Unfoetunstely when

Lettner died i 1899 the
Institnie closed (altheugh
the buildings did manage o
sarvive unhl well mto the
2tnh cermury ~ even iT they
diulm" munage b survive in
H.G. Wells” book!




The Meque lames Walker's The firg &

Cham Fhot In the carly part of the 201k g i
TR century the Instinute Iochmi
Hetail Park building was used for this what the
varous imbustries destriiction ol
These incladed the Oraernal
Maninsyds's Adrcrafl ﬁv"'r ‘;;"'1
Mosque factory, which by ihe end e
Az well as Se, Paul's, of the First Workd War was
Wells also destroys the thee third lasgess miremil
Shah Jehan Mosquoe, s manufacturer i ibe workd.
that time the only one i Unlartinately, after the
this coumiry war agroplane production site “The Lion Works" —  Nammaior’s H
It was because of Leitmer ecasod mnid in the mid- hence the nune “Lion From the description of
anil the Instiuie that the 19205 thve factory sulTered Retail Purk” for the new the destruction of the
Mosgjue waes bailt here in a dysastroes. fire (coused by ity that replaced the old  Oriental Callege it is
18RS, When Levner died, Manians perhapsT) and 1be Imstinute buildings in the  possihle to work out the
the Mosque {like the licsory chosed. bt |90 location of the Narrator's
Instinute) closed, although  Thetfosque  The sle wis then taken Pecvimz
the Mosque did finally re< et it ol over by Jumes Walker & From the Bl & From the sandpits on
open in 1913 pestcanl g, Ligl, wheo ne-named the P“":‘;" aiy Horsell Commion the
:;'_";_h"mg Martions' had (destroyesl
wiight st the i Instiuee buildimg.
smndabniie S0 Paul's Charch anid

Leave the Redail Park then the Mosgque. The
by ihe road exit at the Narraior's howse was
far corner of the park. “winhin rirage of e

Al the mini-roundabout  VWartiams " Aoar-Rav s

turn belt, heading that the collepe wax
tawards Maybury HEl eleinred o of e way
rond amd the double I yoh demw s Bines frosm

mink-roundabout at the  the old sandpits on ihe
Junetinn with Callege commen, through the
Foad, cenire of the instinae
Turn right, up Maybury  buslding. you hit Maybuary
FIn, in lln-jupcﬁrlu with il néar its comer with
Pembroke Roal. Penibroke Road

A fow propemics ang ol As the Narmlar preparcs (o
the: right uge and location,  escape with his wife o

bt g propenty pow called Leatherhend, be gives
“Pookes Hill"on 1he amocher ¢has v il foeaion
carmer with Pemibroke af the Narmtor's Howse.
Road i now divided into “The beech ireex bvlow the
Tlais) scems the mosi B e deeding - ol
Hikely (as the map below e prafings np the o
chearly showsj el wed 7.

i . Pockias Il The sollier told ham that
A 1his paoind, the Narrator Tt My Buiry the Mustians were
in preparing 10 leave and Wil enverging fram the
Is loadlang the dog-care samdpits. 1o then ran ou
The Maybwy with beforgings. A oo e gntee af bt eonane ad
LG wres i soldier came running up i
1844, The the il Wlaybrury Rougls i the
v shows “H wins godng frowen hoasa homse on the crest, b
WP“:‘_‘:‘ fo hstene, warming peopde e we Tllow qlhc
i n.::;H“_ M .ll'rmn' e l|:I: p_nJ..mJ,r i Nareasos over Mn.,\'hur}
i ihe ar § camie i of my. froms Hill, we mre going to ke
nanulpila e e u short detour o loak nt
thru-II anedher biwsse which in
drsugh e ther past was thought t
e ol the have becn the Nasmator's
Oeicwmal home,
il Turn dawn Fembroke
“"m*“‘"'" Rond tn Lyttan Road,
R e turnbng left, up the hill,
Wriael el and then right inte The
Paakgs BRI
bty m:l Pcm;msu idge.
i pee




Maybury Kmnle
Muimy used to beliove thas

il was the hotc on
which Wells mindelled the
Narruior's home. 1o has o
clear view actoss 10 Horsell
Comamion and Chiserdhinw,
bt it coubd ot be the
boase Wells was thinking
ol Apan from the Gael tha
il iz in the wrng pisce — &
best ray Erom the sanadpits
witild eomplerely miss the
letitute busldings if it hit
M;}'hq,r_!r Kmrwle L s
mol even buily when Wells
was 0 Woldng!

Myl
Knanlr

aybury
Remgh B
Barusg o e
vt il

Bl ey

Mayhury Knowle s
believed to havié been
bakln by the anchisect, M
W.F. Uneworth, in aboi
18978 - nfter the siory
Fusl e published o
Pearom v Magrzine and
Wells had left the ancs.
The Eact thar Wells®
freend, Greorge Bernand
Shaw, Hved =t Maybury
Knowle during 190103
may have helped some
people 10 become
confissed!

From Maybury Knawle,
cumthiue alung The
Riilge to the “eresd’ ol
Muyhury WL

Turn right and head
ki thie Wil powards
ihe .“l:ﬂ'llll‘_\' Arma and
the jumction with the
Hd Waoking Rowd.

Mavh

A Abiis poiml e pe- o
the rouile the Narmtor
ok when be was fleeing
with his wife 1o
Lentherhesd (where his
coimin lived). He has
driven the harse and dog-
car wup aned over Mayhury
Hill and * v spavathr
wruneal W were clear of
e sarenkie canl manine, aoesd
xperitag doner e
apyrasite sl af
Mreavtaary Hl faivicarols
Nl kg~

That corner of
The Ridge and
Maytry 1011

Mgy bury Bl
limthiing vii-
wasils the
Blaytary Arms
laborr | and
wwny from e
ayhnry Arms
m the early
ST arrury
gl |

T e vy an galies
numaty' fonalscape, o
v« il i ow
wettier sidle of thr rend,
il the Mlerybwery' fum i
M At sl § apic
thee alewciear s ot ahewd of
s, AT v Boartoun of the
Wil I rrsred fer Josod ad phie
Weittntilie | woorn eviving. The
manuke adrvnedyt evtondisd
far arway’ b e ot aod
st - fe Heflowt plive-
wrsnily ety o In
Wiy oom thee west.”

Mlay Lili]
Although Wells calls it
“The Maybury lnn', il is
clear from the déscnption
that the pub is really the
Maybury Amms
Al this palsi the Narmpor
canmtinees his joirmey 10
Leatherbead through Chd
Wiking belore retuning
1o the Maybary anes later
1haa neght (havimg ledt s
wilie with his cousin),

Mlaybury Amma

14 Waking
ot

{11d Wiking
Evsadd i the
wmrly 3h
cenlory

11 you wish to follow the
Sarrator on part of that
Jumrney ts Leatherbead
and back (via O
Woking, Seml, Ripley
mnd Pyrfevd), vou cen
ilir sin wdely the el fonir
in this series (which
starts from this paini)
T continwe om ihis
route, hewever, vinl
necd to tarm left ot the
Maybury Arms and
Ieennel dbawn the (0
Woking Road jowards
thie foof of Exst 1HH,

L0 Woking Rosl

120 the right, in the felds
beyond Shey Copse, are
where ihe feind cylinder
Randed *In ibe Storm', a
lirike after midnight on the
Samdsy marming

17 you leok #s your keft,
across the playing fields
of the Prins Wilhelm
Alexander School, yon
will see what Welks called
“The Dirphanape’

The Orphanugs

Ar frer I regaendea Nl
el v rrcnal! Bagfiver mie -
and there I an el fie
olriliger, thee rvd manines
o e Orpaivamagpe mear
the wrear of the B, the
green togs of e e
trvves gond phix
problematical mhiect
cante it clear mod shar
gl brigher,

Thiss puragraph his fooled
many locals who tred in
the past 10 trace the places
mentioned i the book.
There used to be an
Oplsanage - in Ohriemtal
Hosd (on the oppasite
side of the Mosgue 1o the
Lion Retail Park) - so it
was obviously nowhere

Sa, Perer™s
Cusiriegiit - the
Chpluansge s
The War wfike
Wisfdn

near the crest of Maybury
HlL As saich, it was
veriumly not vasible from
the Ol Woking Road
(whene the Marmsor was
ebwiously imvelling), In
Eact, it would not have
e visible o Wells ni
all, as it was nod bualk
unial 1901

The hullltirlg Wells
describes was poj an
Urphanage, bt was the
odd 5 Peter s Canvernd
ininw fiamed mbo |uxwry
apartments aral namecd
Olilhoisse Wisnds

Wells has once again
changed the name of a
huililang whilst preserving
vitl chues with which to
Identify it



The Marrwmor had had his

. Looking scross [ yingrered through the
first glimpss of the fremm gha {0 irves, fell fure o dileh and
Martians” Tripod. bt Wolsmg Roadd bewtsend ' lmees agunlmst

A the wight of the secrad
Friprod By merve Wl
arlftogether. Nl siopping
per liwak mgpain, § wrenchesd
the fowse ' oo hard

a ik, arod fnaally
spdiaxhed ouf inte the lane
iteerd v wharieere Frammi phiet
College Army. T say
apfanhiend, fow phe aform
ol fer it Figphe, vl i WeHF s Sweeping e
anarher noment the $0g-  Theentranee o gl clowa the i i
eart fa feweled over upon Emst Wil u bh rrrent, ™
Hhe Do, ™ :
‘Nl for from me Wi i
Title pnp-rewamed
sepuinter 'n st ol vk,
uwwrrenaned By ar parcl of
pontogarden. |
:r.lw,l;gfrr]' v e feet ot
Toent atirell, cromiching aoid
making every e of
eerer, | mumde g run fr

hir”

I vou fellow the route
in the third book from
the Maybury Arms
through Okl Woking
miwd Send wid then bhack
via Ripley and Pyriord,
vl will rejuln this wonr
at the boftom of East
HilL,

Oim this tour, turn befl
It East HIll - ihe *lane
that runs dawn fram the
College Arms - and
contimae up the Wil o
the cormer with Sandy
Lane and the junclion
with College Rond.

The bagh il Fasd
L

itepped . iner - Riw

ot il in e | srapyied ol rurned fme |
iy 20l over i feed fine bis hearr, gimgerly i paahed on
cenhury

Fe wrns qurite deand

The Nighraing faked for
w ihrd g and hix foce
Hoarpsd aparee e f sprang mo
my feer, B wm i
Tomdlard af the  Spotted

wr the Rl ey
wiy fry the police ofation
wined the  Collepe  Arm
trnvarity miy o Feene”
At the top of the hill,
glance left down Sandy

Doy, whase comeramee [ Lane towards the corner
with Lavender Rosd,

el Pkt

The Prsi O face
i i o ol
Sandy Lane
sl Linvemder
Heanaal

A

A1 et cosrmer g up
torwarly the ot ffTce o
Hietle card, filled wirk
Basifes i furnimre, drd
Jurevelian, hewled over o
a broker wiweel, A caul-
By el B Bty
v dypen, amid
e e e dhelivls
Eveept for the fodige i
the Chepliimrge, wikich
wes sl aw flew, et of
the hewrnes el snaffered
vy greanlv bene The
sart-rery' hunel shorved iht

rhimmey hap aned parced ©

The Collegs
Rittis

! H

East Hill was still & sandy
lani ak the fem of the 20th
centiry, l'_]l.llphitwlhs
shoow it clearly as a
narrow lane fimed with
trees 1t i not hand o
imagine il wrming 1o mud
whenever it mins and
from the descripiion them
is Bittle dowibe that this waa
ihe kene that the Marmior
splashed o
It wars mear the 1op of Fas
THUI0 that ghe Marrsior
e & s
dispovery,

1wt Closat i e Lve
femee wn the Teft amd
warked my way alomg in
parliigen
Near the top | stumbled
upan samerhing soff o,
b e flash of lighimimg,
s Petiveen ane fevt a
Ry i hlaek hroadelank
il g pair af boots
I st orver i wanining

S g et Tk WFRen it

e [ vaw iar be wasa
arsarafy s, efvvaply S
it sl aleessoal: i
wared vrean Bemd dmeler i
oy and b by crumpld
g el b the fence, s
thongh he boad beew Taing
ity angaiand i,

Nowadays the Pon Difice
in down East 1141, b in
Wells' time it wai in the
property (recendly amesd
imto n house ) on the
comer of Sandy Lane and
Lavender Riad. The puost
box sill sanids ouside
the former shop - which
i ihe micl- 19 0s was run
by Mr Harry Miichell,
Continue over the hill
Imtes College Road ta the
Junetlon with Frailey
Hill (st before you
reach the Collegr Arms
public hawse).




The College Armes
Afier siepping over the
oy ol 1 Randlond ol
*The Spunttedd Doy he
makes his way home,
mating... "y ohe College
Army @ ek hoap lay i
the o,

Turn into Frailey Hill,
paing dawn the romd o
its Junethon with
Frimeess Hoad.

Al the junction, ek
right o The Princess
pubilic howse,

The College
A |

AV hneriam
fimes

Frailey Wl
Trarm the
Jumsction of

Caillegs Road

The Spatted Dog

There are three pulilic
hesuses i the Muybuiry
mrea: The Maybeiry Ames,
The Colkzge Arms and
The Princess.

In view ol whit happens
to the poor landbord of the
"Spotted Dog', 1t s not
suprising that Wells had
o change the name of the
pub i avoad upseiting the
real landlonl. He did,
however, make il possible
o ndendify The Spotied
D, a withim o few lines
b ment bons the Maybury
e i i the followang
chapter records the
College Arms - so that the
Spoticd Dog mnist be The
PPrincess

The lasudiord af The
Pringess (who presimably
st have upset Wells in
some wiy) was Willinm
Brown! Bu why the
"Spotied Dog"! One
theary s than Wilkiam
Brown kad a Dalimatian
doy - hence the
connetion - although this
s, 5111 ot boen proved

Al the bottem of Frailey
TR fwrm Bedd into
Prineess Roail, The
howses an the lefi
(Wimbsor Terrace) were
Bl i 1BO5 when Wiells
first moved 1o Waoking.
At the emd of the road
tarm right, down the hill,
o the start of the tear
aguin ol Maybury Arch,

Safe Cveling

Wihene possibibe, this route
has taken advantage of
safe cycle routes and
evole paths, but
unfarunascly some af the
roule must be along mamn
rowds, whilst in other
areas you will have w
dismuant ns Ehe roule
goes throngh pedesarian
arcas o nhomg footpebs.
Phease be careful and
comsiderate of othen
Unforumately ins the title
ol this evele ride
indicates), this rouke 15 lar
from fat, but as they say,
“What goes up must come
iown”, 5o as well as
having 10 elimb Maybury
Hill ard East Hill, you
have the mhvantage of
being able w “froe-wheel*
down the slopey as well!
Places 1o lock uip your
hicyele are limited,
althoigh there are severul
places 1o find refreshmeni
such 25 The Maybury lan,
The College Anms nnd
The Princess - all
mentioned in the sory (2
well o snacks and drinks
bheing nvadlable from the
twa peiral stations on ihe
rouba). Eninr‘

lam ‘Wakeford has arniden
numenous ok, book leis
ural anicles on the ldstory
ol Wisking and on ls
comngction with H.G
Wiells and "The War of
the Wiorlds'.

He abso gives ilbustraiesd
talks on the sory using
his exiensive collection of
period phoographs,
contengrarary maps and
illmsrations. from
Pearson's Magazine (im
which “The War of the
Worlds' fint appearcd in
serial form hefone being
pabdished as & book ).

lain catichacts a seres of
three guided walks based
o his reseanch and has
helped on mimerms
television progrummes
and documentaries shou
the story

All lain®s Hertlage Walks
are free, although
domations are welcome-—
i et ks passd wrousl sl
the end of the walk,

For more details, please
contagt lnm @t il High
Sireed, 00l Waking,
GILI22 9IH,; or ¢- imail
beritage walksirmilwarld,
com

The “Sputicd
g’ b 0

The Priscens
iy




